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spending cuts. But instead, what are
we giving the American people? More
uncertainty with another short-term
extension.

This short-term continuing resolu-
tion must stop. The American people
need jobs, not misguided plans that un-
dermine the future of our Nation. Un-
fortunately, the Republican-passed
budget would give pink slips to 7,000
American workers. And now, with a
continued assault on mortgage relief
programs, the Republicans are ready to
start handing out foreclosure notices,
too.

Let’s stop this madness. Let’s work
together on a budget plan that create
jobs, reduces the deficit, and keeps our
families in their homes.

——————

THEY JUST DON'T GET IT

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, with a $14
trillion national debt and a $1.65 tril-
lion deficit this year alone, our Federal
Government is facing a fiscal crisis of
unprecedented proportions. With the
passage of H.R. 1, House Republicans
took an important first step toward
turning our national government back
in the direction of fiscal discipline,
defunding ObamaCare, and even restor-
ing the sanctity of life to the center of
the Federal budget. But it was rejected
by liberals in the Senate. In fact, last
week, the Senate majority leader
called the Republican budget cuts
mean spirited, reckless, and irrespon-
sible, even defending Federal funding
for a cowboy poetry festival. Seriously.

Is it reckless and irresponsible to ask
for $61 billion in cuts when the na-
tional debt is 230 times that size? The
truth is, they just don’t get it.

I think it’s time to take a stand for
taxpayers and for future generations.
And I will not vote for the short-term
continuing resolution that is coming to
the floor of the House today, to make
that statement.

Things don’t change in Washington
until they have to. It’s time to pick a
fight.

FOOD SAFETY BUDGET CUTS

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, as we con-
tinue to make our way through the
budget process, we must ensure that all
funding reductions we make are done
in a responsible manner.

While I strongly agree that we need
to get our deficit under control, we
cannot do it in a way that undermines
public safety and job creation. For ex-
ample, the Republican long-term CR
will cut $88 million in funding from the
Food Safety and Inspection Service.
This little-known cut will force food
safety inspectors off the job for over 30
days, resulting in shutdowns of plants
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across this Nation. The USDA has esti-
mated that such cuts will result in an
$11 billion loss in productivity. Addi-
tionally, meat and poultry production
is supposed to grow over the next year.
If we decrease funding for food safety,
there will be fewer inspectors to exam-
ine our food and make sure it’s accept-
able for consumption.

Mr. Speaker, this is just one example
of how we need to dissect each cut and
the impact that it will have in the real
world. I hope this Chamber can come
together and make sensible decisions
when it comes to reducing our deficit.

———

WE MUST ACT TODAY

(Mr. FARENTHOLD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Since the time
President Obama took office in 2009,
the price of gasoline has more than
doubled, rising from $1.53 a gallon to
$3.52. America has become more de-
pendent on foreign oil, undermining
our national security while forcing
hardworking Americans to endure
budget-busting gasoline prices.

When you fill up your car, it’s not
the oil companies you should be blam-
ing; it’s the White House. Excessive
government regulation, the fact that
offshore drilling in the Gulf of Mexico
is all but shut down, and the attempt
to end the tax incentives for oil explo-
ration are all factors. The culture of
“no” from the executive branch is kill-
ing us. Add to that the lack of any ac-
tion in light of the deteriorating situa-
tion in the Middle East, Egypt, and
Libya, in particular, and we have a
failure of leadership at the top of this
country.

Energy is key to our economy.
Scores of jobs rely on it. And $3.50 gas-
oline is unacceptable.

I call on the President to act today.
Call off the EPA. Issue those leases and
permits in the gulf. Open America’s
land for drilling. And quit demonizing
the oil and gas industry.

———
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THE ECONOMY

(Mr. WELCH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, to my Re-
publican colleagues, when you say that
we have a fiscal house to get in order,
you’re right; but when your plan is to
focus 100 percent of your firepower on
12 percent of the budget, I say you are
designing a plan that will fail.

Why is it that we have added $700 bil-
lion to the deficit by extending tax
cuts for the top 2 percent?

Why is it that we will cut low-income
heating assistance by $2.5 billion and
continue $565 billion in tax breaks for
oil companies when they’re selling oil
at $100 a barrel and when they’ve made
$1 trillion in the past 10 years?
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Why is it that we are now having a
threat by the Republican majority to
say ‘‘no’’ on extending the debt limit,
having America default on paying its
bills for past obligations incurred
under Republican and Democratic ad-
ministrations, and playing with fire as
to the reputation of the American peo-
ple, despite the clear damage that it
will do to the economy, rather than ac-
knowledging that we have an obliga-
tion to meet our obligations?

———

THE ATTITUDE OF ‘SO BE IT”
CANNOT CONTINUE

(Ms. HANABUSA asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, the
people of America are asking us: What
are we doing? We’re going to vote
today on another continuing resolution
that extends the budget for another
couple of weeks. People are asking:
What’s the matter with all of you? Why
can’t you just get it done?

They’re absolutely right.

Mr. Speaker, the attitude of ‘“‘so be
it”’ cannot continue. Yes, we all under-
stand that there is a deficit, and we all
want to work to stop that; but we also
realize that you simply can’t just cut,
that you have to do it smartly, that
you’'ve got to make smart cuts so it
doesn’t hurt what we are all striving
for, which is the creation of jobs. Peo-
ple want jobs, and they want us to get
this fiscal house in order.

If you don’t want to listen to us, Mr.
Speaker, think about the military.
Both sides of the aisle have always
looked upon the military as something
we share in common, and the military
is saying a continuing resolution does
not work.

————
THE DEFICIT

(Mr. PERLMUTTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker,
I’ve had an opportunity to listen to two
of my friends on the Republican side of
the aisle. I just need to remind them,
when you take a voluntary pay cut,
when you subsidize and give tax cuts to
millionaires and billionaires, when you
prosecute a couple wars to the tune of
$1 trillion that you don’t pay for and
then when you let Wall Street run
amuck without any police on Wall
Street and you have a crash, you’re
going to have major debt.

So now they’re complaining about a
debt that they were instrumental in
creating. All right. We’ve got to pay it,
but you’ve got to get people back to
work. The best way to reduce the def-
icit is to have people working. Presi-
dent Obama has reduced what we’re
spending in Iraq by $100 billion. That’s
real money. You can’t just focus on
education. You can’t just focus on en-
ergy efficiency. You've got to focus on
tax cuts for oil companies and on tax
cuts for millionaires and billionaires.
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